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1740, was on the whole peaceful. A war with
Sweden, however, won for the new kingdom
a great part of Swedish Pomerania.
Frederick II, called the Great, came to
the throne on the death of his father in 1740.
In less than a year after his accession he
proclaimed war against Maria Theresa, in
order to enforce his claim to Silesia. With
varying fortunes the struggle continued un-
til the Peace of Hubertsburg, 1763, which
closed the Seven Years' War. The outcome
of this war transformed Prussia into one of
the first-rate European powers, and the first
partition of Poland, which took place in
1772, greatly enlarged the country by the
addition of West Prussia.
The successor of Frederick II, his nephew,
Frederick William II (1786-1797), inter-
fered in the affairs of France on behalf of
Louis XVI, and in consequence he was forced
to give up the territory which Prussia had
possessed west of the Rhine. A second and
a third partition of Poland brought to Prus-
sia considerable accession of territory. Fred-
erick William III, who succeeded to the
throne in 1797, attempted at first to remain
neutral in the general European struggle
against Napoleon. This attitude, however,
ultimately led to distrust among the German
states, and the formation by the other states
of the Confederation of the Ehine left Prus-
sia at the mercy of Napoleon. When in 1806
Frederick William found himself driven into
the struggle against France, the result was
complete defeat at Jena and Auerstadt. By
the peace of Tilsit (1807), the country was
deprived of all lands between the Ehine and
the Elbe.
The years which followed were marked in
Prussia by sweeping internal reforms, which
the crisis necessitated and which were effi-
ciently carried out under Stein, Hardenberg
and Scharnhorst. Owing to these reforms,
which amounted almost to a revolution, Prus-
sia was able, after Napoleon's disastrous Eus-
sian campaign of-1812, to take an important
part in the .final struggle for his overthrow.
At the Congress of Vienna in 1815 Prussia
was deprived of some of her possessions, but
was recompensed with others "which were of
more value to her. She also formed one of
the states of the (Jerman Confederation,
After the restoration of peace, Frederick
William III was guided by the councils of
Metternich and the Holy Alliance, and he
Altered .upon a reactionary policy^ which con-
 tinued until his death in 1840. Frederick
William IV, who succeeded him, tried in 1847
to anticipate the revolutionary movement,
which he saw to be imminent, by summon-
ing a general legislative assembly. No real
power, however, was conferred on this par-
liament, and in the following year the king
was forced to dismiss his ministers and grant
a constitution. In 1849 the imperial crown
was offered to Frederick William, but he re-
fused it, and thus he lost the opportunity of
placing himself at the head of a united Ger-
many. For the further history of Prussia,
the union of the German states under its lead-
1 ersliip, and the effects of the war, see page
2956 and germany, subhead History.
Related Articles* Other phases of the his-
tory of Prussia will be found under the follow-
ing headings:
Bismarck-SchonhausenFrederick William III
Brandenburg	Frederick William IV
Danzig	Hohenzollern
Franco-German War   Schleswig-Holstein
Frederick I	Seven Weeks* War
Frederick II	Seven Years' War
Frederick III	Succession Wars
Frederick William       William II
PRUS'SIO ACID, or HYDEOCYAOTO
AGED, an acid discovered by Scheele in 1782,
but first prepared in the pure state by G-ay-
Lussae in 1811. It is a colorless liquid which
solidifies at 5° F. to feathery crystals, and
which boils at 80°. It dissolves in all pro-
portions in water, forming a liquid which
reddens litmus paper but slightly. In na-
ture it occurs in the kernels of bitter almonds,
peaches, apricots, plums, cherries and
quinces; in the blossoms of peaches and
aloes; in the leaves of beech, cherry and
laurel, and in various parts of other plants.
Pure prussie acid is artificially obtained by
passing a stream of dry sulphureted hydro-
gen over dry cyanide of mercury. This acid,
which is one of the strongest poisons known,
is used medicinally to remove various forms
of irritation; but in all eases it must be used
with extreme caution.
PSALMS, salimz, book of, one of the
books of the Old Testament, containing the
religious poetry of the Hebrews. The collec-
tion consists of 150 compositions, divided in
tie Hebrew Bible, like the Pentateuch, into
five books. The Psalms are perfect lyric
outpourings of the finest human emotions,
and each, "with a few exceptions, has a par-
ticular superscription, such as MctstihUj in-
struction, or Michttm, memorial
The chronology of the Psalms is much disr
puted. The earliest are credited to Moses,
many are attributed ta David, a few ar

